
3 GENERATION Z 
PREPARES TO CAST 
THEIR VOTES 5 HOW WE COPE 

WITH THE EXTRA
TIME AT HOME 6 ATHLETES AND CLUB 

MEMBERS ADJUST 
TO A NEW NORMAL

ike Hi-LifePike High School
5401 W. 71st St. 
Indianapolis, IN 46268 October 2020 Vol. 78 Issue 1

‘The modern-day civil rights movement’
BY SYMONE CLOYD

Students partake in Black Lives Matter protests, speak out on social media

Black Lives Matter is a 
political and social movement 
founded in 2013 in response 
to the murder of 17-year-old 
Trayvon Martin. The move-
ment was created to give 
African-Americans a voice 
and a platform to speak out 
against the racial injustices 
that Black people have faced.

Many Black students re-
member the killing of Trayvon 
Martin. However, in 2013, 
there were limited resources 
and media for Black Lives 
Matter.

“I was pretty young, and 
I didn’t feel like there was 
much I could do about it 
because I was so young,” said 
senior Taylor Williams.

As the years passed and 
similar incidents occurred, 
Black Lives Matter grew 
stronger.

On May 25, during quaran-
tine, a video surfaced on the 
internet showing an African-
American man, George Floyd, 
being suffocated by a police 
officer on the street. Floyd 
died, and since then the Black 
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Pike junior Janai Shockley (wearing all black) and hundreds 
of other people lie down in front of the Indiana Statehouse 
during a protest in May. The protesters were trying to 
replicate the length of time George Floyd was on the 
ground.

Lives Matter movement has 
had a revival. The New York 
Times wrote that there have 
been protests in 140 cities 
across the country since the 
murder of Floyd. 

“Just seeing somebody’s 
life being taken with abso-
lutely no regard, it was pain-

ful,” said Williams. 
Williams said she was 

deeply affected by Floyd’s 
death, so much so that she 
decided to participate in a 
protest. Williams described 
the first protest she went to as 
inspiring, uniting and beauti-
ful. It took place at Monument 

Circle. Junior Janai Shockley 
also attended a protest at the 
Indiana Statehouse on May 
31, where she had the oppor-
tunity to speak to the crowd.

“What do my dreams mat-
ter if my white counterparts 
do everything in their power 
to keep me and my brother 
and sisters down?” Shockley 
said into a microphone in 
front of hundreds of people.

Shockley said protesting 
with people who support 
and love you is an amazing 
feeling. However, since there 
is a pandemic, some students 
have taken to social media to 
voice their concerns instead. 

“The world took notice 
after George Floyd, and we 
are in the modern-day civil 
rights movement now,” said 
Williams.

Junior Kewon Calhoun has 
reshared a lot of links to peti-
tions and resources involving 
police brutality on all of his 
social media platforms. There 
have been fundraisers to 
cover funeral expenses, bail 
money for people who were 

SEE MOVEMENT’ON PAGE 14
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Students question ICE policies
U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement should be changed, they say
BY JESSICA VELEZ

One of the first subjects 
covered in most U.S. history 
classes is immigration, and 
how it was crucial to estab-
lishing the United States. 

However, in recent years, 
immigration has also become 
a sensitive topic amongst 
our nation’s leaders, often pre-
venting further migration into 
the United States. 

Many students and teach-
ers have different views about 
immigration and the way the 
country is handling immigra-
tion-related situations.

To understand how im-
migration is being handled, 
it’s important to be familiar 
with the U.S. Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement (ICE). 

ICE’s mission, according 
to their government website, 
is to “protect America from 
cross-border crime and illegal 
immigration that threaten 
national security and public 
safety.” 

English teacher Bridgette 
Richards has heard both good 
and bad news concerning ICE 
and how it has been enforcing 
its mission. 

 “I am aware of the inten-
tion behind ICE in terms of im-
migration and the work that 
they do with human traffick-
ing, but I am also very much 
aware of the human rights 
concerns of what ICE has 
been involved with recently in 
terms of both the forced sepa-
ration of parents and children 
as well as the raids that occur 

in workplaces,” she said.
Senior Ayomikun Ajayi 

has noticed an increase in 
power given to ICE after the 
2016 election that put Donald 
Trump in office. Ajayi said, “I 
know that it’s been around 
since 2003 and its job is to 
stop crime, but ever since 
Trump has gained power he 
has given ICE so much pas-
sage in what they do.” 

Ajayi also believes that 
law-abiding, crime-free immi-
grants should be allowed to 
stay in the United States. 

“I understand why (some) 
immigrants are getting de-
ported, but I don’t understand 
why people who are law-abid-
ing and are crime free are also 
getting deported,” Ajayi said. 
“It should be mainly focused 
on the ones who are commit-
ting a crime.”

Senior Charleigh Carter 
has mixed emotions about 
immigration because she sees 
the importance of them in 
the United States yet worries 
about overpopulation. 

“Immigrants are very ben-
eficial to the nation,” Carter 
said. “Some of them are doc-
tors, many of them are in the 
service industry and others 
are planters or work in fields. 
The nation would simply not 
run without immigrants. But 
too many immigrants could 
lead to overpopulation in the 
U.S.”

In recent months, photos 
of ICE detention centers have 
been released to the public. 
These photos depict men, 

women and children sleeping 
cramped together, with little 
to no room, caged in by wired 
metal fences. 

Senior Ryleigh Mill has 
seen these photos. 

“I think it’s horrible,” Mill 
said. “I’ve seen people sleep-
ing on floors, dirty rooms, 
no care for Covid, stuff like 
that. Maybe I’ve only seen the 
negative pictures, but even 
one area that works like that is 
bad they’re still people.”

Mill has heard about chil-
dren going missing in these 
detention centers and the 
lack of care.

Spanish teacher Elizabeth 
Molleston has a close friend 
whose husband has been 
deported. 

“They would not update 
her on where he was,” Ms. 
Molleston said. “The depor-
tation centers are similar 
conditions to prisons, which 
is another problem in our 
country.”

In order to fix issues sur-

rounding immigration, Ajayi 
believes there should be an 
easier path to getting perma-
nent residency and citizen-
ship. 

Ajayi said, “It would help 
boost the economy, too. 
America was founded on im-
migration and it’s beneficial 
because it brings variety, and 
without variety there is no 
progress.”

Ms. Richards believes that 
the United States could learn 
a lot from the European Union 
about ethics and treatment. 

Ms. Richards said, “I person-
ally believe in an open-border 
policy with our neighbors in 
terms of making visas and 
green cards much easier to 
obtain so that countries that 
have a high request level for 
documentation would see 
their requests answered.”

SEE ICE ON PAGE 3

‘Immigrants are very beneficial to the 
nation. Some of them are doctors, many of 
them are in the service industry and 
others are planters or work in fields. The 
nation would simply not run without 
immigrants.’

-Charleigh Carter, senior
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For some, a milestone election
Many members of Generation Z will be old enough to cast votes on Nov. 3
BY ALAYNA DEMERY

This year brings a mile-
stone for Generation Z. The 
presidential election will 
be the first in which some 
members of Gen Z will be old 
enough to vote. Some Pike 
students will be eligible to 
vote this year on Nov. 3.

Voting is seen as some-
thing important to take part 
in. 

“Voting is important 
because the United States 
was founded on a belief in 
the consent of the governed; 
in other words politicians 
have to listen to us or need to 
leave,” said Ryan Kilian, who 
teaches advanced placement 
United States history.

For some students, history 
provides good reasons to 
vote. 

“The reason why I will be 
voting is because, not only 
am I a woman but I’m Black,” 

said senior Niya Carter. “(Vot-
ing) is a privilege in my eyes. 
Being Black, our voices are 
not typically heard. This is our 
time. The voting system may 
be corrupt, but I truly think 
if you have the right to vote, 
just do it.”

When it comes to voting 
for someone, everyone has 
their own opinions as to why 
they feel a person deserves 
their vote. 

“What the candidate 
stands for or against will 
influence my vote, obviously,” 
said senior Malachi Morris. “I 
think candidates should not 
think of themselves and their 
social class in order to run. 
Any given candidate running 
for any given office should be 
considerate of everyone im-
pacted by their position, not 
just for themselves and their 
social class.”

When it comes to voting 
Democrat or Republican, 
students discussed how to 

pick a side. 
“In the Black community, 

you typically associate Blacks 
with being Democrats. So I 
grew my whole life calling 
myself a Democrat. Honestly, 
I don’t care for either party, 
but I lean way more towards 
Democrats because it aligns 
with my beliefs more,” said 
Carter.

Morris said, “I believe that 
many beliefs might fall into 
both categories, and people 
should not feel pressured into 
identifying with either party.”

Mr. Kilian believes that 
“how a president acts under 
pressure” and “who is elected 
to Congress” are things that 
impact students. 

This is why students need 
to vote for someone they truly 
believe in, he said.

Students should consider, 
before voting, “What candi-
date best serves my interest? 
Check their track record and 
previous votes,” Mr. Kilian said.

Pike’s Peek yearbook photo

A student casts a vote dur-
ing a mock election held 
at school during the 2004 
presidential election. Many 
students won’t have to 
pretend during this year’s 
election; they will be old 
enough to cast their vote 
Nov. 3.

ICE CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

Some policies have been in 
place that benefit immigrants, 
including Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals (DACA). 
DACA allows some individuals 
who are illegal in the United 
States after being brought 
to the country as a child to 
receive a renewable two-year 
period of deferred action from 
deportation. 

However, Ms. Molleston 
doesn’t think the country is 

doing enough with DACA. 
“I think DACA should be in 

place but not just to defer de-
portation but rather guaran-
tee citizenship,” Ms. Molleston 
said.

Senior Cristina Trujillo 
thinks students who are im-
migrants live with fear of 
deportation. 

“Students who are immi-
grants are affected a lot by 
the fear, but they work hard 
in school to try to succeed in 
their future and prove them 

wrong,” Trujillo said. 
Ajayi believes that the fear 

of deportation weighing on a 
student prevents them from 
following their dreams. 

“They wouldn’t be able to 
focus on living their best life 
and they would not continue 
on the path to their dream 
career because they want to 
stay hidden,” Ajayi said.

Living with the fear of de-
portation or worrying about a 
family member being de-
ported is a lot for students to 

handle on top of all the other 
responsibilities that come 
with adolescence. Because 
of this, Ms. Richards tries to 
support her students as much 
as possible and encourages 
them to talk to someone. 

“I would be foolish to 
ignore that weight or fear,” she 
said. “I know it can be over-
whelming. I hope I encourage 
my students to come to me 
with their concerns, and that 
they know that I will do my 
utmost to help them.”
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Working through a pandemic
Those with part-time jobs must navigate new coronavirus regulations
BY NADIA VALLADARES-
CAMACHO

Instead of checking wheth-
er she has her phone and keys 
before going to work, junior 
Kalena Tercero now has a new 
priority -- making sure she has 
her mask. 

Many students who have 
been working essential jobs 
during the pandemic have 
also seen their routines and 
priorities change.

Tercero works at a su-
permarket, and while they 
require their customers to 
wear masks, she recognizes 
that working is still a very 
big risk. She takes the neces-
sary precautions, constantly 
washing her hands and using 
sanitizer.

“I feel alright about going 
to work. I am doing the best I 
can to protect myself and my 
family,” said Tercero.

Her employer has also 
taken precautions to help 
keep the employees safe, such 
as requiring customers to 
wear face coverings, closing 
earlier and putting up barriers 
between the cashier and the 
customer. 

Many other places are 
taking safety precautions 
similar to these too. Senior 
Ajaylin Spence, who works at 
McDonald’s, notes that there 
is now hand sanitizer in the 
lobby of the restaurant and 
employees now have to wear 
gloves when handling money. 
The restaurant has also taken 

precautions even at the drive-
thru window.

“We have a pole we use to 
stick the card reader out the 
window with to reduce touch-
ing,” said Spence. 

Spence, however, has had 
trouble working through the 
pandemic. The restaurant was 
understaffed and she would 
end up working more than 40 
hours a week. 

“The biggest thing I strug-
gle with is trying to multitask 
multiple positions to make up 
for our shortage of workers,” 

said Spence.
While students try to main-

tain jobs, teachers also try to 
help them with what can be 
an overwhelming schedule.

Bridgette Richards, an 
English teacher, has many 
students who are working 
essential jobs and trying to 
manage schoolwork. 

She understands that it 
can be difficult to keep up 
with work and school at the 
same time, especially during a 
pandemic. 

“Being flexible, it’s kind of 
my word of the year. If your 
students know you’re not 
going to take it personally if 
an assignment comes in late, 
because life happened, I think 
that’s really helpful as a stu-
dent to know that my teacher 
is trying their hardest to give 
me a way that works,” said Ms. 
Richards.

She is accommodating 
with her students and lenient 
with assignments. She is sure 
to give time in class for stu-
dents to work.

Another English teacher, 
Jessica Keller, said it’s im-
portant to her to listen to 
students and make a space 

where they can talk and feel 
comfortable. 

“One student was like, 
‘Well, my coworker that I work 
with like really closely got 
sick,’ and that panic at two in 
the morning. If they can just 
unload all that on me, just so 
they have someone to tell,” it’s 
helpful, said Mrs. Keller.

She understands that 
not everyone has a reliable 
person to listen to them, and 
thinks that it is very important 
especially during this time, as 
students juggle school and 
jobs. 

While many students kept 
working through the pan-
demic, others had to stop.

Junior Hajar Gaznawi 
stopped working during the 
pandemic in order to keep her 
family safe. She worked at a 
fast food establishment, and 
although her employer was 
taking many safety precau-
tions, she did not want to put 
her family at risk by continu-
ing to work, especially her 
grandmother. 

“I think that my job was 
important but my family is 
more important to me than 
any job,” said Gaznawi. 

Photo courtesy of Ajaylin Spence

Senior Ajaylin Spence fills 
a drink during a shift at 
the McDonald’s drive-thru 
on Georgetown Road. “We 
have a pole we use to stick 
the card reader out the 
window to reduce touch-
ing,” she said, naming one of 
several coronavirus-related 
regulations employees must 
follow.
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Coping with being at home
How to tend your mental health during the pandemic

BY XOCHITL CASTELLON

Junior Nicholas Mack feels 
like his life has been flipped 
upside down ever since the 
coronavirus pandemic began.

“My mental health has felt 
like it’s plummeted a bit since 
quarantine,” he said. “Losing 
the basic human connec-
tion that I used to have every 
day is a weird change and it 
makes me way unhappier.”

The majority of people 
can say that their lives have 
changed drastically due to the 
spread of COVID-19, but how 
are teenagers mentally taking 
in this major life-changing 
reality? 

Last school year was cut 
short due to precautions. 
Students stopped going to 
school on March 13. It was 
a different experience since 
the announcement was so 
abrupt. After this, students 
were required to continue 
school through a screen. Six 
months have passed and now, 
in September, schools are 
open again.

Having your life flipped 
upside down will have many 
effects on students. 

Students have been notic-
ing a decline in motivation 
and overall happiness. 

“Being trapped in the 
house has made me really sad 
and empty,” junior Kalena Ter-
cero said. “I’ve missed going 
outside and hanging out with 
my friends.”

Mack agreed.
“Not being able to go see 

the people I want to see or 
go many places is unmotivat-
ing for me,” Mack said. “At this 
stage, I want to go back to 
in-person school.”

Many students have differ-
ent opinions on quarantining. 
The majority of students had 
different expectations about 
how staying home would 
be. It mostly started out as 
staying home and having the 
stress of going to school be-
ing lifted off their shoulders, 
but as more time passed, 
the more students realized 
how much they actually miss 
school.

“At first I was okay with it 
(virtual school) because who 
wouldn’t want to stay home, 
but I became worried that we 
would be doing virtual school 
forever,” Tercero said.

When it comes to taking 
care of one’s mental health, 
it is extremely different from 
taking care of your physical 
health. It requires coping 
skills.

“I listened to a lot of music, 
I got a summer job through 
a program meant for teens, I 
watched a lot of anime and 
Asian dramas. I had an online 
summer class. I pretty much 
kept myself busy during 
quarantine,” said junior Mercy 
Adeyiolu. 

Some students have been 
using quarantine to do the 
opposite and have been 
motivated and keeping busy 
during the pandemic. 

“I feel like I’ve gotten a little 
lazy with my daily routines, 
but I have been incorporat-
ing workouts and still taking 
courses and lessons outside 
of the school program,” said 
Malcolm Doaks, a junior.

When the pandemic hit, 
mental health became even 
more important. This is a 
major life changing event 
for students and many don’t 
know how or who to contact 
for help.

“Teachers, administrators, 
counselors, and social work-
ers are all great supports for 
students,” said Tonya Monnier, 
a school social worker.

She added that mental 
health is very important, and 
that we all go through difficul-
ties in life. 

“We are here for you,” she 
said.

Photo courtesy of Kalena Tercero

Junior Kalena Tercero 
watches HunterxHunter, 
a popular anime show, to 
cope with all the extra time 
at home.

Photo courtesy of Akim Abdur-Rahim

Junior quarterback Akim 
Abdur-Rahim wears his Pike 
Red Devils mask at practice.

SEE SPORTS ON PAGE 8

Sports, post-
pandemic
BY KAMARIA KIRK

The coronavirus pandemic 
has changed many things, 
sports being one of them. 
Junior rugby player Sanai 
Mavindidze said that before 
the pandemic happened, she 
was just getting started with 
her practices. The pandemic 
pushed them back to where 
they missed their whole 
season. 

“I was excited,” said Mavin-
didze. 

Even though states have 
lifted quarantine orders (un-
less you have symptoms of 
the virus), COVID-19  is still 
out there. At the beginning 
of July, many high schools in 
Indiana started to allow sports 
to begin their practicing and 
conditioning. 
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‘Every day isn’t guaranteed’
Extracurricular activities adjust to a new normal amid restrictions

BY BAILEY RENT

Photo by Bailey Rent

Members of the girls’ soccer teams support the boys’ team by watching their game from 
the bleachers. Coronavirus-related safety requirements for team sports include wearing 
masks when in close proximity to others.

Senior Asa Sullivan shared 
his outlook on this year’s 
football season, in light of the 
coronavirus pandemic.

“Every day isn’t guaran-
teed. The season could end at 
any day for us, so we take it 
one day at a time and try not 
to take anything for granted,” 
said Sullivan, a receiver for the 
varsity football team.

The unexpected pandemic 
has affected the lives of peo-
ple around the world. This has 
led to numerous rules, regula-
tions and restrictions in order 
to keep people safe. At Pike, 
safety precautions continue 
when it comes to sports and 
extracurricular activities, as 
rules are put in place in order 
to keep students safe.

“We can’t practice at the 
same time as the boys (soccer 
team) anymore, which is a 
big change,” said senior Anna 
Filoso, a member of the girls’ 
varsity soccer team. “We have 
to wear masks inside and out 
of the complex, when we 
go to get water and if we do 
standing drills where we are 
not running or constantly 
moving,” 

Students say many of these 
safety precautions have put a 
damper on the full experience 
of team sports.

Senior Mahamane Moussa, 
a left tackle for the varsity 
football team, explained how 

practices aren’t as fun due 
to limitations of celebrating. 
Players have to stay six feet 
apart from one another. 

“On the sidelines during 
our games, we have to stand 
in our certain spots, so we 
can’t follow the ball anymore,” 
he said.

Football is not the only 
sport that has lost some part 
of a tradition due to COVID-19 
cases. 

“We have to mask up and 

use hand sanitizer, and we do 
not have team water bottles 
anymore,” explained senior 
Daniel Whitehead, one of the 
captains of the boys’ soccer 
team.

Other extracurricular activi-
ties, such as marching band, 
have been affected, as well.

“Whatever our local gov-
ernment says, we’re doing it. If 
the local government says we 
have (to be) ten by ten square 
feet away from each other, 

we’re doing it,” said director of 
bands Aaron Burkhart.

Although tournaments for 
sports and competitions for 
marching band have been 
cancelled, all activities have 
continued to have games and 
performances.

“Color guard and marching 
band will perform at 

SEE NORMAL ON PAGE 8
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BY AUDRA MANAHAN

Until recently, March 12 
was the last time Pike stu-
dents had attended school in 
person. Since then, students 
have been attending online 
classes filled with Google 
Meets and Canvas due dates. 
However, amidst the chaos, 
one question remains: How 
should Pike High School 
handle the 2020 pandemic?

Officials have confirmed 
more than 19,722 cases of 
COVID-19 in Marion County 
alone, according to data from 

www.co.marion.or.us/HLT/CO-
VID19. While a cure has yet to 
be discovered, scientists have 
recommended limiting social 
interaction, wearing masks 
in public places and mak-
ing sure to constantly wash 
your hands. However, scien-
tists have yet to provide any 
sure-fire plan on how to deal 
with schools as the pandemic 
rages on.

The plan for school in the 
age of COVID-19 has varied, 
with the school board initially 
voting on 100 percent in-
person school with a delayed 
start. Shortly after, the school 

board changed its mind and 
assigned four weeks of virtual 
school to every school in the 
district.

On Sept. 8, students began 
following a hybrid plan, allow-
ing students to attend school 
for two days a week; however, 
the future is still very uncer-
tain.

Pamela Woods, who 
teaches freshman world his-
tory, agrees with the hybrid 
plan the school board is cur-
rently using in an attempt to 
keep students and staff safe. 
However, there’s something 
missing from virtual instruc-
tion, she said.

“I miss seeing my students,” 
she said. “It’s much harder to 
develop relationships over 
Google Meet.” 

However, she also ex-
pressed concern for her 
students and her own health 
with the number of cases in 
Indiana steadily rising. 

“When the school board 
initially voted for 100 percent 
in-person school, I was very 
concerned for my and my 
family’s health. So I was re-
lieved when they decided to 
go to virtual school,” she said.

Maya Brown is a fresh-
man who, despite attending 

classes virtually, still hadn’t set 
foot in the actual high school. 

“I really miss seeing my 
friends and feel like I’m being 
cheated out of an opportunity 
to meet new friends,” said 
Brown. 

She added that she wishes 
to return to school and hopes 
that she will be able to return 
full-time. 

“Virtual school should defi-
nitely still be an option, but I 
think it’s possible to bring us 
back to school and still keep 
everyone safe,” said Brown.

Brown has stated she 
believes masks and avoiding 
group activities can protect 
students from COVID-19.

Junior Travis Pettigrew isn’t 
so sure that sending students 
to school, even with protec-
tion, is the best idea. 

“We don’t know everything 
about this virus yet, so there 
could be ways it’s spread that 
we don’t know about and 
have no way of protecting 
anybody from,” he said.

However, while he is hesi-
tant about whether or not the 
school is safe, he believes the 
good outweighs the bad. 

“There’s a lot of things that 
need to be considered here. 
Not just physical health, but 
also mental health and what 
kind of education us high 
schoolers want to have,” said 
Pettigrew.

Mrs. Woods reflected on 
the hybrid program that 
has students spending half 
their time in school and half 
their time at home learning 
through a screen. 

“It is certainly challenging, 
and I wish that we were in a 
place where we could go back 
full time; however, this chal-
lenging time has made me 
much better with technology,” 
she said.

Photo courtesy of Pamela Woods

Freshmen Marsha Navarre (left) and Adesola Raji wear 
masks and work behind desk shields during an honors 
world history class.

Virus impacts 
school experiences
Is the safety of virtual learning 
better than the benefit of face-to-
face interaction with friends?

‘I miss seeing my 
students. It’s much 
harder to develop 
relationships over 
Google Meet.’
-Pamela Woods, world 
history teacher
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Escaping boredom 
during quarantine
BY TYLER HENRY

When people were ordered 
to quarantine in their own 
homes, sophomore Teddy 
Feuzing found himself look-
ing for ways to evade bore-
dom. He watched Netflix and 
YouTube. 

“It’s cool and relaxing,” 
said Feuzing. “I can just lay on 
my bed or couch and watch 
stuff when I have nothing to 
do and let my mind not be 
stressed out.”

Quarantine has been 
hard on all of us, but there 
are some helpful ways that 
many students have been 
able to stay both healthy and 
entertained throughout the 
isolation over the past few 
months. 

Boredom has been a prob-
lem for many students. This is 
because socializing has large-
ly been exempt from common 
activities, and many people 
don’t know how exactly they 
should keep themselves safe 
when finding new ways to 
shun their inactivity.

In order to keep their 
minds sharp and focused, 
students have been partaking 
in numerous activities aside 
from school. Whether it may 
be with watching television 
or playing games, media has 
proven to be a popular choice 
among young adults attend-
ing Pike.

Some say that going out to 
safe public spaces is a good 
way to breathe some fresh 
air while maintaining social 
guidelines. Northwestway 
Park seems to be a favorite. 

“It’s a wide open space 
where there usually aren’t a 
lot of people,” sophomore Ha-
zel Morris said. “The majority 
of people I’ve seen there are 
wearing masks.”

Many safety precautions 
have been recommended and 
even mandated in Indiana, 
and this has been a difficult 
challenge for some students. 

“Earlier in the pandemic, 
it was difficult to find masks,” 
said eighth-grader Teresa 
Palmer-Mitchell, who attends 
Guion Creek Middle School. 

Sophomore Khadija Man-
gara said it’s hard for her to 
keep track of her masks, but 
she stays mentally stimulated 
by talking to friends and fam-
ily members.

Another issue that stu-
dents have been facing is 
forgetting to wear a mask 
altogether. However, there are 
some useful ways to remind 
yourself. Some students, like 
Morris and Palmer-Mitchell, 
have taken into account that 
COVID-19 is a dangerous dis-
ease and can spread rapidly. 

“Think about all the people 
who have been infected 
by the virus, think of all the 
people you don’t want to 
accidentally give it to,” said 
Palmer-Mitchell. 

NORMAL CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

the football games. Since 
we can only rehearse for 
45 minutes at a time, com-
pared to our normal three to 
four hours needed for each 
rehearsal, the show will be 
shorter and more simplified 
that usual,” said associate 
director of bands Adam Ruble.

COVID-19 has caused 
changes for sports and 
extracurricular activities, but 
coaches, directors and train-
ers have done their best to 
make the best out of such a 
difficult time.

“I know our manager steps 
up every night and washes 
our jerseys for us, so we really 
appreciate that,” said Sullivan.

Despite numerous 
changes, students have been 
successful in adapting and fol-
lowing rules in order to keep 
everyone safe.

“I think one of the things 
that the staff and I are most 
proud of is that we say ‘Do 
this,’ and they just do it. I think 
Pike kids have been amazing 
throughout this whole thing, 
and I wish we could give them 
more,” said Mr. Burkhart.

Photo by Bailey Rent

Varsity soccer players wear 
masks while siting on the 
sideline during a game 
against Cardinal Ritter. Face 
coverings have been part of 
new regulations for sports.

Coaches and athletes are 
managing the new limita-
tions. 

Akim Abdur-Rahim, a 
junior and a member of the 
football team, said the big-
gest difference lies in num-
bers.

“There are less players 
on the football team now 
because of Covid,” said Abdur-
Rahim.

Senior softball player Jada 
Finney said she thinks sports 
are either going to stay how 
they’re doing it right now or 
it’s going to get worse, and 
sports will end up holding 
back practices and games 
again. 

“I went to the football 
game and our tickets were vir-
tual,” Finney said. “We had to 
buy our tickets online instead 
of getting them at the gate 
when we arrived.” 

Prior to the pandemic, 
fans could buy tickets at the 
gate when they arrived, and 
there were no concerns about 
crowd capacity. 

“Now you have to enter 
with a mask on and make sure 
you have your digital ticket 
ready,” said Finney.

Jacob Allen, a cross coun-
try runner, has an optimistic 
outlook.

“To me, sports will go back 
to (normal) because a virus 
can’t control human beings 
for life,” said Allen, a junior. 
“We just gotta pray and every-
thing will go back to normal.”

SPORTS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5
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Families who learn and work together
What is it like to attend school every day with your parent or child?
BY ALAYNA DEMERY 

Students like senior Zavier 
Simpson come to school ex-
pecting to see their friends 
and maybe do some learning. 
But most students are not 
expecting to see their parents 
or guardians until they get 
home. However, Simpson sees 
his mom every fifth period 
when he assists her in the 
student services office. 

“I get to spend more time 
with my mom, so that’s pretty 
cool. We have a more close re-
lationship ‘cause we’re around 
each other every day,” said 
Simpson. 

Student services secretary 
Hollie Simpson, Zavier’s mom, 
agreed. 

“I grew up in a family-
oriented home myself and 
so these moments and your 
years in elementary, middle 
school, and high school, 
they’re short-lived. You only 
have these moments once, so 
I’m just really soaking it all up. 
I’m enjoying being here and 
having lunch sometimes with 
him without having to sched-
ule it,” said Mrs. Simpson. 

Zavier and his mother 
often pray together before 
first period. 

“As a mother, it helps me 
have a deeper appreciation of 
the time I have with him,” Mrs. 
Simpson said.

Zavier isn’t the only stu-
dent with a parent who works 
at Pike. 

Other students in the same 
position shared some disad-
vantages and advantages of 
having parents working at the 

school they attend.
“Some advantages are 

you can get along with the 
other teachers better because 
they’re like, ‘Oh, hey, I know 
your mom,’” said sophomore 
Hazel Morris, the daughter of 
math teacher Holly Bolt. 

Hazel said disadvantages 
are that teachers don’t get 
paid much yet work long 
hours. Additionally, there’s 
sometimes a struggle when it 
comes to seeing your parents 
around the school. 

“Well it’s kinda weird 
seeing them in the hallways 
sometimes and people are 
like, ‘Is that your dad?’ An ad-
vantage would be, I get a free 
ride to school every day,” said 
senior Ella Garvin, the daugh-
ter of  business department 
chair Lance Garvin.

Parents also shared some 
advantages and disadvan-
tages of their child going to 
the school they work at.

“Disadvantages, I know 
they would probably say that 
if anything goes wrong they 
know that mom knows about 
it immediately. Sometimes 
you want your school life to 
be private and you don’t want 
your parents in your business,” 
said Ms. Bolt.

On the other hand, Ms. Bolt 
said she’s able to build better 
relationships with students 
now that her daughter at-
tends Pike. Ms. Bolt also has a 
son, Malachi, who is a junior 
here.

“If I have different students 
in class who I don’t know my 
kids are friends with, and then 
we find out we have that con-
nection, it makes for a better 

relationship in the classroom,” 
she said.

Mr. Garvin, Ella’s father, 
said,  “I think the advantage 
is being able to help her with 
the whole process of being 
in high school and figuring 
out classes, and the process 
of moving from high school 
to college. Disadvantages, 
she probably gets tired of me 
around all the time.”

Another thing that goes 
along with students going to 
school where their parents 
work is how involved they are 
in their children’s lives as a 
student. 

“I wouldn’t say I’m more 
involved. I’d say I’m involved 
differently. His mom and I 
have been involved all the 
time. I think both of us are 
involved where we need to 
be,” said assistant principal R.J. 
Cialdella, whose son, Anthony, 
is a senior here.

Not only does Anthony’s 
father work here, but his 

mother, Randi, does, too, as a 
guidance counselor. 

 “I know the teachers. I 
have super fast access to Sky-
ward so I can look at grades. I 
know what’s going on around 
here,” Mrs. Cialdella said. 

Sometimes it can be 
awkward for a student to hear 
friends talking (and perhaps 
complaining) about their 
parents.

“When I hear them talk 
about how she teaches, I can 
kinda understand because 
that’s how she is at home 
when I ask her for help with 
homework,” said Malachi 
Morris.

Anthony Cialdella said he’s 
grown accustomed to hearing 
commentary on his parents.

“It’s kinda awkward, but I 
just don’t care if they mention 
my parents because I know 
they’re always around and I 
know they have an influence 
at this school, so I’ve just got-
ten used to it,” he said.

Senior Zavier Simpson serves as an assistant for his mom, 
student services secretary Hollie Simpson. 

Photo by Alayna Demery
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Teaching while being taught
23 student teachers from Butler completed their training here in March
BY NADIA VALLADARES-
CAMACHO

Grace Dittoe always had a 
love for working with others, 
and even though she hadn’t 
chosen a specific career, she 
knew she could never work 
alone.

“I’ve always known that I’ve 
loved people. I could never 
sit at a desk all day by myself,” 
said Ms. Dittoe. 

She soon discovered her 
passion for math when in col-
lege she didn’t have any math 
classes and missed it. Teach-
ing became an instant career 
choice for her.

Ms. Dittoe, who was a stu-
dent teacher for Lisa Kuznik, 
was one of 23 student teach-
ers from Butler University who 
fulfilled their teaching experi-
ence at Pike. They completed 
their student teaching on 
March 6.

Ms. Dittoe thinks that be-
ing able to teach while also 
being a student comes with 
its own challenges. Having to 
teach a classroom, make plans 
and grade papers and tests 
while also having to finish as-
signments for her own classes 
was challenging, she said. 

Although she taught small 
portions of Ms. Kuznik’s class 
during the fall semester, 
teaching the whole day dur-
ing the spring semester made 
the experience more enjoy-
able.

“I like being able to form 

relationships,” said Ms. Dittoe. 
For her, having a positive 
impact is very important and 
necessary to be able to be 
a well-rounded teacher and 
help her students.

For Robyn Jedlicka, who 
taught biology for Leslie 
Sitzman’s classes, having help 
from an experienced teacher 
was invaluable.

“I like to have a little bit of 
support the first few times I 
do things, so it’s been nice to 
have the teaching experience 
while still having Mrs. Sitzman 
in the room to jump in and 
help out,” said Ms. Jedlicka. 

Teaching has always been 
prominent in Elizabeth Lan-
dis’s life. Her family has many 
teachers and she always pic-
tured herself being a teacher.

“I had a lot of teachers in 
my family growing up and it’s 
always what I pictured myself 
wanting to do,” said Ms. Lan-
dis, who taught Spanish for 

Leiwana Taylor’s classes.
Teaching a full day was 

a different experience from 
teaching two periods. 

“It’s been a complete 
180 because you have more 
students to be responsible for 
and teach them in a matter of 
50 minutes,” she said. 

Student teachers not only 
impact the students but also 
the cooperating teachers. Ms. 
Taylor said the benefit was 
mutual.

“I have learned better 
organization and new activi-
ties, because she’s young and 
brings new ideas,” said Ms. 
Taylor.

Three of sophomore Tellei 
Exford’s classes were taught 
by student teachers.

“I had gotten used to my 
(regular) teachers, but I enjoy 
the experience and the new 
teaching style,” said Exford.

Junior Brittney Pineda 
had a student teacher in 

her  Spanish and chemistry 
classes. She finds it beneficial 
to have someone who can 
help.

“Having a second resource 
always helps me because I 
have a lot of questions and 
the teacher can’t always 
answer them, but now the 
majority of my questions are 
answered,” Pineda said. 

Mrs. Sitzman explained 
how she provided support for 
Ms. Jedlicka.

“She comes up with plans, 
and I help her think through 
them. She asks, ‘How long 
do you think this is going to 
take? What questions might 
come up?’ and even while 
she’s teaching a lesson I give 
her notes,” said Mrs. Sitzman.

The large number of stu-
dent teachers from Butler isn’t 
a coincidence. Pike and Butler 
have had a partnership for 
five years, said Rick Mitchell, 
an instructional coach at Pike 
and master practitioner at 
Butler who advises the stu-
dent teachers. 

“It’s an agreement that 
Butler will support the things 
that they can to help Pike and 
Pike will support the things 
that they can to help Butler,” 
he said.

Placing all the student 
teachers at one school helps 
them unite and share similar 
experiences while teaching, 
he said.

“(They’re) learning a whole 
new job at the same time 
(they’re) learning the school 
culture,” Mr. Mitchell said. 

Elizabeth Landis, a student teacher from Butler University, 
works with students in Leiwana Taylor’s Spanish class.

Photo by Symone Cloyd
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The power of sign language 
BY SYMONE CLOYD 

Airelle Dumas explains how she navigates life without being able to hear

times writing notes takes a lot 
of time and effort. So learn-
ing to sign would make the 
process easier. 

Outside of school, Dumas 
and her family attend church. 
There is an interpreter at her 
church. 

“We had a meeting with 
the pastor so we can try and 
find more people to interpret,” 
Dumas said. 

Dumas used to be in choir 
at Pike. She would sign the 
words to the songs. She now 
has an in-school job where 
she shreds papers before 
lunch. 

“If you want to learn sign 
language, find deaf people to 
communicate with. Signing 
with a deaf person is different 
than signing with a hearing 
person because they turn 
their voice off,” said Ms. Bry-
ant. 

Mill’s mother used to be 

Airelle Dumas is pretty so-
cial. She approaches students 
with a pen and notebook in 
hand and asks them if they 
would like to talk to her. By 
doing this, she has met a lot 
of new people. However, the 
way she communicates might 
be a little different from what 
you expect.

Dumas, who graduated in 
the spring, is deaf. However, 
Dumas does not let that stop 
her from being her own per-
son and making new friends.

“I wanted to be more inde-
pendent, “ said Dumas. 

Dumas loves talking to 
new people. She plans to 
start a job at Wal-Mart once 
coronavirus concerns begin 
to lessen. However, com-
municating can be difficult 
because most students don’t 
know American Sign Lan-
guage (ASL). 

Senior Ryleigh Mill is learn-
ing ASL and believes that 
everyone should learn it.

“A lot of the words are very 
self-explanatory,” said Mill. 

“Friend,” for example, is 
shown by linking two fingers 
together. 

Substitute teacher Rinata 
White is also very passionate 
about the importance of sign 
language. 

“I believe that it [ASL] is a 
very good gateway into learn-
ing other languages,” said Ms. 
White. 

Ms. White also believes 
that teaching ASL to children 

is very beneficial so they have 
another way to communicate 
that does not frustrate them 
as much as speaking. 

“Sign language is not only 
for the deaf,” she said.

Dumas’s Interpreter, 
Elizabeth Bryant, said many 
hearing people mistakenly 
believe that the deaf and hard 
of hearing do not want to talk 
to them. 

“The deaf and hard of hear-
ing love when hearing people 
learn sign language,” said Ms. 
Bryant as Dumas signed “yes!” 
in agreement. 

Ms. Bryant says that even 
if you know just a little bit 
of ASL, it is still exciting for 
someone who is deaf. Dumas 
said that it is exciting because 
it is important to be able to 
communicate with everyone. 

A lot of people have com-
municated with Dumas by 
writing notes. However, some-

fluent in ASL and used to 
work at a school for the deaf. 
Mill always thought ASL was 
interesting, so her mother 
would teach her small words.

“I was always a signer. So 
I would lose my voice a lot 
when I was younger so sign 
language was a very easy way 
to communicate,” said Mill. 

Now Mill and her mom 
are learning sign language 
together.

“Just imagine being deaf 
and not being able to fully 
communicate.. I can’t imag-
ine not being able to fully 
express yourself to everyone 
and people not being able to 
understand you. 

So I think it is important to 
make a bridge between the 
hearing and deaf community 
so we can actually have con-
versations and nobody feels 
left out,” said Mill.

Recent graduate Airelle Dumas, right, communicates through sign language with excep-
tional learners teacher Joanna Miller. Dumas’s interpreter, Elizabeth Bryant, watches.

Photo by Symone Cloyd
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Marissa Tishner was always 
an author. If you were to enter 
her childhood home in India-
napolis, you would discover 
journals filled with stories she 
had written at the age of 5. 

“I have always loved the 
idea of a book filled with my 
own words, even before I re-
ally had a concept of words,” 
said Tishner, who graduated 
from Pike in 2005. 

Later in life, her dream 
would be fulfilled when she 
published her own book, “The 
God Queen.” 

The book, which credits 
her as M.L. Tishner, is a space 
opera about a young woman 
who discovers she is a reincar-
nated god. Tishner described 
it as a “Space fantasy that 
bends genres.” The book was 
published in October 2019 
and was described by Indie 
Reads as “An adrenaline rush 
led by a plucky heroine that 
will grab your attention and 
won’t let go.” It received a 4.5 
out of 5 rating on Goodreads, 
an online reading website.

The book has been a long 
process for Tishner. She began 
the story at age 14 after her 
eighth grade reading teacher 
at Guion Middle School 
helped nourish her love for 
storytelling by recommend-
ing she attend Butler’s sum-
mer writing program. As she 
started her freshman year, she 
began to further develop her 
story.

“I picked up the story again 
and as I was developing it I 
began to really realize that it 
was really meant to be a tril-
ogy,”  she said.

She worked on “The God 
Queen” throughout high 
school, and when she gradu-
ated, she continued to devel-
op the story and characters.

Tishner described her the-
ater teacher, Karin Stratton, 
as one of her most influential 

teachers at Pike. 
“She taught me empathy, 

helping me better understand 
characters and understanding 
their points of view. It really 
helped me when writing my 
characters, particularly the 
antagonist.”

Mrs. Stratton described 
Tishner as an “incredible 
worker.”

“Good enough was never 
good enough for her. She was 
always willing to go the extra 
mile,” Mrs. Stratton said.

Tishner also credited her 
experience writing for a 
school magazine with helping 
her to learn to handle rejec-
tion. 

She recalled an experience 
with a short story that she 
thought was “so deep,” yet 
no one else really seemed to 
get it. 

“Not everyone is going to 
get your work and that’s OK, 
because the ones who do like 
it, they really like it, and that’s 
what really makes all the dif-
ference in the world,” she said.

Tishner’s advice to young 
authors would be to “to keep 
learning and keep going,” she 
said, adding that “I remember 
when I was at Pike, I wanted 
to be an author at 19. (But I 
became) an author at 33. It’s 
not about the end goal. It’s all 
about the journey. Don’t give 
up.”

Tishner lives in Germany 
with her dog and her hus-
band. She is currently working 
on the sequel to “The God 
Queen,” which is now set to 
become a five-part series.

Pike graduate Marissa Tishner publishes her first book

Photo courtesy of Marissa Tishner

Marissa Tishner, who gradu-
ated in 2005, published her 
first book, “The God Queen,” 
last year. “I always loved the  
idea of a book filled with my 
very own words,” she said. 
Tishner credited theater 
teacher Karin Stratton with 
“helping me better under-
stand characters and their 
points of view.” She said 
this helped her in particular 
when creating her antago-
nist.

BY AUDRA MANAHAN

Back for 
more 
Meet some Pike 
graduates who 
now work here
BY ANNA BARRON

Imagine working at the 
same place you spent four 
years of your life. For some 
teachers, this is a reality. They 
see teaching at their alma 
mater not only as a job but as 
an opportunity. 

Jeffrey Hayes, who teaches 
the EMT certification class in 
the Career Center, graduated 
in 1974.

He said coming back to 
teach at Pike was an opportu-
nity for him to help students 
start their careers. 

“It feels like I’m giving 
something back that helped 
me start my life and my 
career,” Mr. Hayes said. “I was 
a horrible student when I at-
tended Pike. I feel like I have a 
leg up because I understand 
where they’re coming from.”

Mellisa Ziegler, a Spanish 
teacher, graduated in 2003. 
She said she loved the diver-
sity when she attended Pike. 

“Just having grown up 
here, I really liked the diversity 
that was here and I wanted 
my son to grow up in that 

Author’s dream comes true

SEE GRADS ON PAGE 14
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 Ink, graphite, clay, wood, 
3D printing, paints, char-
coal and more. Not only is 
Christopher Dance a teacher 
here,  but he’s also an artist 
who’s heavily involved in his 
community. While his favorite 
medium is clay, he’s a sort of 
a jack of all trades when it 
comes to his art.

“I’m a potter, I’m a sculp-
tor and I also practice some 
traditional two dimensional 
arts,” Mr. Dance said.

Mr. Dance’s works                                                                                                                            
share a specific idea that he is 
trying to express.

“Primarily, my work is figu-
rative. I do lots of portraiture 
with the intent of creating 
this idea that all people are 
kind of worthy of the gaze of 
art. Everybody is worth being 
looked at, and everybody is 
unique and beautiful in their 
own way. My work is about 
establishing that,” he said.

Alongside his pursuit of 
his art career, Mr. Dance has 
taught at Pike for 12 years.

“My job here is teaching 
the kids all the different meth-
ods of working with clay, all of 
the different possibilities and 
techniques,” he said. 

Mr. Dance also spends a lot 
of his time working with art in 
the community. For example, 
he helps run an art gallery 
that focuses on serving areas 
designated as “art deserts,” 
which are communities that 
don’t have many art-related 

facilities.
“That’s something that  I’m 

very passionate about, that 
everyone has access to the 
arts and culture,” he said.

In order to balance his 
busy schedule, Mr. Dance has 
to be very deliberate with 
utilizing his day to the fullest 
extent.

 “I try to always work when 
the students are working,” he 
said. “After school it’s about 
making sure that I’m taking 
small steps towards whatever 
goals I’ve set, and then setting 
goals for weeks, writing down 
schedules and such so that 
I’m not wasting moments just 
going home playing around 
on my phone or getting lost 
in TV.”

Senior Rachel Gilbert has 
taken notice of Mr. Dance’s 

work ethic.
“He is very motivated,” she 

said. “He always brings around 
his sketchbook or some sort 
of sketch materials. He even 
is working on his art during 
class. It’s cool to see because 
it’s so detailed and he’s very 
meticulous with his work.”

Senior Ajaylin Spence has 
experienced Mr. Dance’s close 
work with his students.

“He knows I am a very 
extra person, and when he 
gives us a standard I exceed 
that. For instance if he tells 
us to make a handle, I’ll make 
a fancy one that curves and 
twists and he’ll help me with 
that because he knows that I 
like to do that stuff. He always 
helps me with that and tells 
me when I’m doing good and 
it’s very inspirational,” Spence 

said. 
Mr. Dance has an open 

door policy when it comes 
to assisting students. He also 
advises the Ceramics Club, 
where students can also 
receive guidance. 

“Mr. Dance doesn’t turn 
away anybody. If you want to 
learn, he’ll gladly take time 
out of his day to show you,” 
Spence said.

Mr. Dance makes sure that 
everything he does is for the 
advancement of his art.

“When I’m getting together 
with people it’s usually so that 
I can get some type of pro-
gramming happening. Usually 
I’m meeting up with people 
and thinking up big ideas for 
community purposes or large 
art installations,” he said.

Mr. Dance said an art ca-
reer is challenging because it’s 
similar to running your own 
business.

 “You’re in charge of mak-
ing your own products, mar-
keting, design, finding your 
audience, as well as creating 
things that’ll generate inter-
est, whether that’s an event 
or reaching out to places that 
are already established to 
showcase your work,” he said.

An art career, Mr. Dance 
said, takes patience as well as 
internal motivation. 

“It’s one of those long 
games where you really have 
to put a lot of time, energy, 
money and effort into the 

Creating in the classroom and community
Art teacher Christopher Dance exhibits his work during various events

Photo by Corey Jones

BY COREY JONES

SEE DANCE ON PAGE 14

Mr. Dance works on his latest piece in the ceramics room.
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type of environment,” she 
said.

Danielle Vohland, who 
coordinates the dual credit, 
International Baccalaureat 
and Advanced Placement 
programs, graduated in 1996. 
She attended Pike schools 
from kindergarten through 
12th grade.

“I really enjoyed the aca-
demic experience I got here 
as well as how well Pike tries 
to get students to become 
really active and involved 
in different extracurricular 
activities,” Ms. Vohland said. 
“I wanted to come back and 
give students the same expe-
rience that I did.”

Rodney Smith, an English 
teacher, graduated in 1998. 

“I enjoyed it as a student 
and I wanted to give it back to 
the Pike community,” he said.

They were all in extracur-
ricular activities.

Mr. Smith played basket-
ball all four of his years at Pike. 
Troy Inman, who is now the 
principal, was his assistant 
basketball coach. 

“Having Mr. Inman as my 
boss is super cool because 
we already had a relationship 
when he was my coach,” Mr. 
Smith said.

Mr. Smith’s high school 
basketball career was very 
successful.

“We were ranked sixth in 
the nation by USA Today and 
we won Pike’s first state cham-
pionship in 1998,” he said.  

Mrs. Ziegler played on the 
soccer team and participated 
in Spanish honors society and 
National Honors Society.

Ms. Vohland was part of 
the Color Guard.

“Color Guard was my 
favorite thing. When I came 

back (to Pike as an employee) 
I helped with color guard for 
about six or seven years,” she 
said.

According to the teach-
ers, not much has stayed the 
same since they graudated.

Mrs. Ziegler explained the 
changes she’s seen since at-
tending Pike. 

“I think the school has im-
proved academically. There’s 
a lot more dual credit classes 
and AP, so there’s a lot more 
ways for students to chal-
lenge themselves,” she said.

Mr. Smith said when he 
was a student, there was 
an even number of African-
American students and 
Caucasian students. Now, 
demographic reports show 
the school has a majority of 
African-American students.

Said Ms. Vohland: “A lot 
has changed. All four years 
I was here, starting second 
semester my freshman year, 
the school was going through 
major renovations. The 
area you guys know now as 
the Red Zone Cafe and the 
computer lab in CK105 -- that 
all used to be enclosed in 
glass, and we were able to go 
outside and enjoy time after 
lunch. We called it ‘the mall.’”

She added, “But the one 
thing that hasn’t changed has 
been the focus on academics 
that was big when I was here, 
and it’s still big to this day.” 

Mr. Hayes said he enjoys 
helping people, so when they 
asked him to teach at his alma 
mater, he was excited. 

“I’ve helped several people 
all over the state, but when 
Pike got ready to start their 
program, I was like, if you 
guys need any help, since I 
graduated from Pike, I’d be 
glad to help you whatever 
you need,” he said.

Ms. Vohland shared a story 
that stood out to her when 
she was attending Pike and 
made her want to become a 
teacher.

“Senior year, my dad 
passed away. I didn’t tell 
anyone my dad was sick. My 
AP literature teacher showed 
up to my dad’s visitation and 
that’s what really stood out to 
me, that this is what teach-
ing is about. It’s not just what 
you’re doing in the classroom, 
but also how you impact your 
students,” Ms. Vohland said.

Mr. Hayes said he stays at 
Pike to help his students get a 
good start in life. 

“I could have already 
retired, but I just feel like I’m 
offering something back to 
the kids here at Pike,” he said.

Mr. Smith said he wanted 
to come back to Pike to help 
students gain what he feels 
he never gained as a student.

“I didn’t enjoy a lot of the 
actual lessons when I was 
going here, so having that ex-
perience, I try to make some 
of the lessons more fun (and) 
connect more to real life,” he 
said.

Mr. Hayes said his experi-
ences as a Pike student help 
him related to his students 
now.

“I tell them I spent my 
whole life trying to get out of 
high school,” Mr. Hayes said. “I 
was a horrible student when 
I was here, and now that the 
kids are struggling, I under-
stand where they’re coming 
from.”
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investment before you start to 
make a return,” he said.

 Mr. Dance has accom-
plished much throughout 
his art career; however, his 
proudest accomplishment has 
been his work here at Pike, he 
said.

“I’ve been very fortunate 
with deciding early on that art 
was something I wanted to do 
and having teaching be a sort 
of anchor,” he said.

Mr. Dance received a grant 
from the Lilly Teacher Creativ-
ity Fellowship Program in 
2011, which he used to go to 
Florence, Italy, and learn to 
make bronze casts.

Mr. Dance has organized 
several art-related community 
events, such as a Dia De Los 
Muertos event at the Eiteljorg 
Museum as well as the Lucha 
Libre festival at the Central 
Library. Mr. Dance has also 
received a grant from South-
west Airlines, which he used 
to create performances on 
Monument Circle. He also was 
selected to be a community 
artist for Reconnecting Our 
Waterways,  which is an orga-
nization that aims to improve 
the city’s waterways.

“I’m constantly surrounded 
by people in the arts, whether 
that’s performing arts, theatri-
cal arts or music. All of the 
arts are similar in the aspect 
that it’s a huge time invest-
ment,” Mr. Dance said. “It’s a 
lot of commitment for not 
a lot of pay, but the people 
that do it are passionate and 
are driven. That’s part of what 
keeps the joy flowing, the fact 
that not only am I doing my 
own artwork but that I’m part 
of this community that’s help-
ing each other pursue their 
dreams.” 
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Get to know your substitue teachers

BY AUDRA MANAHAN

John Greenlee worked at 
Warren Central High School 
for 33 years as a math teacher. 
He started teaching when he 
was 21, in 1985, and he retired 
in June of 2018. 

He spends his retirement 
playing golf in the spring with 
his friends, but during winter 
and fall, he becomes bored. 
So, in his spare time, he works 
as a substitute teacher at Pike, 
a job he began in September 
2018. 

Mr. Greenlee is a regular 
in the building, and many 
students know him and enjoy 
working with him. 

He was offered a teaching 
job at Pike but declined the 
offer. He would rather sub 
than teach his own class, he 
said. 

“I have no desire of going 
back to regular teaching,” said 
Mr. Greenlee.

Subbing is much easier 
because there is no paper 
grading, no staying late and 
no parents to contend with, 
he said.  

Mr. Greenlee said when he 
walks in a classroom he can 
see the excitement that stu-
dents have on their faces.

“It warms my heart when 
kids come in and are excited 
that they have Mr. Greenlee,” 
said Mr. Greenlee.

In addition to teaching 
at Warren, Mr. Greenlee also 
taught at Speedway High 

School for a year. He also 
coached the boys’ baseball 
team. 

He coached for eight years 
but stopped when his sons 
started playing sports be-
cause he wanted to be more 
supportive and active with 
them, he said.   

In the classroom, Mr. 
Greenlee walks around and 
gets to know the students, he 
said.

“I treat them like respectful 
teenagers,” Mr. Greenlee said.

 Although he could have 
subbed at Warren, Mr. Green-
lee said Pike is closer to his 
house.

Something Mr. Greenlee 
enjoys about teaching is 
working with students who 
take their education seriously, 
he said.

 “It’s hard to teach a class 
who doesn’t care,” he said.

Mr. Greenlee said he knew 
when he was a freshman in 
college that he wanted to 
become a teacher. 

“I knew exactly what I was 
going to do,” he said.

Matt Taylor, a former PIke 
English teacher, said Mr. 
Greenlee “just has that per-
sonality that you would love.” 

Mr. Greenlee has subbed 
for several English classes. 
Mr. Taylor said Mr. Greenlee is 
someone he can trust to carry 
out the regular teacher’s les-
son plan.

BY CORIC IA  ALLEN 

Mr. Greenlee, a retired math teacher, 
still enjoys working with students 

Ms. Williams plans to attend 
medical school and study pediatrics

When Guenet Williams 
steps into a classroom, her 
goal is to make sure students 
behave. 

“Kids like to act like a 
substitute teacher means they 
can just mess around on their 
phones. It’s my job to make 
sure they actually do their 
work,” she said.

Ms. Williams establishes 
her expectations at the begin-
ning of a class period.

”I usually walk around and 
gently remind students to 
stay off their phones. I also try 
and clean up before I leave so 
the teacher comes back with a 
clean classroom. I like to make 
sure no one gets in their stuff 
so the teachers will have an 
easy transition back into the 
classroom,” she said.

Ms. Williams is planning 
to be more than a substitute 
teacher. She will use her earn-
ings from substitute teaching 
to attend medical school at 
Indiana University in order to 
become a pediatrician.

“That’s why I became a sub, 
in order to get some more 
exposure. Being a doctor is all 
about working with all kinds 
of people,” she said.  

Ms. Williams has a bachelor 
of science degree in pre-med 
and biochemistry from Ball 
State University. She minored 
in Spanish. 

“Learning a second lan-
guage is super important, 

especially with my goals to go 
into medicine. It’s important 
to have the ability to be able 
to communicate with all kinds 
of people.”

Ms. Williams also earned 
a masters degree from IU in 
physiology in hopes to pursue 
her medical degree at IU. 

“I love the community at IU 
and it’s a really great school. 
I would love to go to med 
school there,” she said.

She applied to 13 other 
med schools, as well, includ-
ing Michigan and Ball State.

Given the intense academ-
ic pressure medical school 
imposes on students, Ms. 
Williams is unsure if she will 
continue to sub at Pike after 
she beings her program.

Being a pediatrician has 
been her dream for a long 
time.

 “When I was 7 years old I 
was diagnosed with asthma, 
and since then, pediatrics has 
become such a big part of my 
life. I have always wanted to 
become a doctor.”

Photo by Symone Cloyd

Guenet Williams talks with 
a student. Ms. Williams, a 
substitute teacher, hopes to 
attend Indiana University.
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arrested at protests, and ar-
ticles and websites that allow 
for people to stay updated on 
the news.

“It’s important to speak 
out,” said Calhoun. 

Senior Shardae Day said 
it is important to educate 
people, specifically those who 
are not people of color, about 
these issues.

Senior Ryleigh Mill agreed.
“I need to speak out. I don’t 

have any personal experi-
ence, but I want to amplify 

Black voices,” said Mill, who is 
Caucasian.

Mill said she sometimes ex-
periences what she described 
as “white man’s guilt.” 

“Even if it wasn’t built by 
white people, it was built for 
white people,” said Mill. 

She said that health care 
and the police force are 
systems that are made for 
Caucasian people to flourish.

 “The system is built for 
me,” said Mill.

On May 6, 21-year-old 
Dreasjan Reed was shot by 
police officers in Indianapolis. 
The incident streamed on 

Facebook Live. 
A few days later, senior 

Calynna Darling rode past the 
spot where Reed was killed. 
She saw people protesting.

“I’ve never seen our city 
and our community come to-
gether like that,” Darling said.

Since the killing of Floyd, 
phrases such as “Defund the 
police” have become very 
popular at protests.

“To know that the very 
people that are supposed to 
protect you are the ones that 
you have to fear just doesn’t 
make any sense,” said Wil-
liams.

On March 13, 26-year-old 
Breonna Taylor was shot and 
killed in her apartment by 
Louisville police while she 
was asleep. On Sept. 23, it was 
announced that the officers 
would not be charged.

Since then, people have 
staged multiple protests in 
Louisville.

“I feel powerful and I feel 
like we’re united. We still have 
a long way to go, but I feel like 
this movement is bringing us 
together,” said Day.


